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Courts-martial were proceeding 


this week against GIs accused of & 


mutiny at the Presidio Stockade, an 
Army jail in San Francisco. 


Part of the horrific story of what 


has happened at the Stockade has . 


appeared in recent news-stories in 
Peace News. Now the full details 


are related in a booklet just pub- § 


lished by War Resisters Inter- 
national (3 Caledonian Road, Lon- 
don N1). 


Called ‘The Presidio 27”’, it has 
been prepared by Howard 
Engelskirchen, a Californian 
Attorney formerly involved in the 
defence of prisoners at Presidio, 
who has analysed the incident and 
written a blistering commentary on 
it. 
The 
carries a 
death—consisted of 27 soldiers 
taking part in a non-violent protest 
against the killing by a guard of 
one of their fellow prisoners, and 
against barbaric conditions within 
the jail. 


“mutiny ’—a charge that 


The murdered man was Private | 


Richard Bunch, who on October 11 
last year was shot in the back of 
the head at a distance of 20 yards 
while trying to escape. 


Bunch’s “escape” bid appears to 


have been an attempt at suicide. 
This is nothing out of the ordinary 
at Presidio. In the last year there 
have been at least 52 suicide bids 
in the Stockade. 


It’s clear also that Bunch should 
never have been in the Stockade in 
the first place. (He had been put 
there after visiting his mother 
AWOL.) 


Badly in need of psychiatric treat- 
ment—he told his mother he had 
twice died, later been reincarnated 
as a warlock, and could walk 
through walls—he was refused 
hospital help because he was iin 
the Army. 

The morning he was shot in the 
Stockade, he left behind a note 
which showed how desperate he 
felt. “If you’re not going to give 
me love, at least do me the favour 
of complete elimination. One click 
and it’s all over.” 

On October 14, 27 of Bunch’s com- 
rades refused work-call, sat down, 
and sang We Shall Overcome and 
America the Beautiful. 


The Stockade Commander ignored 
their attempts to present 
grievances, read the law of mutiny 
to them, ordered them back into 
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maximum penalty of fae 


formation, and when they failed to 
comply, had them carried back into 
the main Stockade by Military 
Police. 

The charges of “ mutiny ” against 
the 27 were in flat contradiction to 
the recommendations of the Pre- 
siding Officer at the preliminary 
hearing, Captain Richard Millard. 


He said: “To charge them with 
mutiny is an over-reaction by the 
rmy, and a misapplication of the 
statute that could lead to a further 
miscarriage of justice.” 


None the less, the Army went 
ahead. Its action was, of course, not 
an “over-reaction” at all, but a 
deliberate attempt to make an ex- 
ample of these men so as to stamp 
out discontent everywhere in the 
only way it knows how. 


Three of the men have already 
been tried, convicted, and sen- 
tenced—Nesrey Sood, 26, to 15 
years hard labour, Lawrence 
Reidel, 20, and Louis Osczepinski, 
21, to 14 and 16 years respectively. 
Now comes the news, as we go to 
press, that General Stanley Larsen 
on March 18 lowered Sood’s sen- 
tence to seven years. 


Less than two hours after General 


Larsen’s decision, the Judge 
Advocate’s office in Washington re- 
duced Sood’s sentence again, to 
two years. This is still four times 
the maximum sentence recom- 
mended by Captain Millard at the 
preliminary hearing. 


It’s reported that similar action will 
be taken in the other cases. Said 
Terence Hallinan, Defence 
Attorney for 14 of the 27: “ What 
a beautiful victory! It’s obvious to 
us that this was a political decision 
at the highest level.” 


As Engelskirchen points out in his 
booklet, we have to be clear about 
what’s involved in this case: brute 
coercion, and the callousness of 
irrational authority, as against 
courage, solidarity, 'and ability to 
endure. 


It’s an amazing thing, in fact, that 
men can still retain the will to re- 
sist non-violently while imprisoned 
in an institution like the American 
Army, with all its punitive and cus- 
todial chains of command. 

For the existence of any modern 
Army, wherever it may be, is 
entirely dependent on its ability to 
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SAIGON 


STUDENTS 


APPEAL 


ONE SHILLING 


ROGER BARNARD on the US Army and Presidio 27 


Militarism on trial 


reinforce society’s war-ideology. To 
do this, it needs, first of all, to 
destroy human spirit. 


Contrary to the belief of the world- 
wide military establishment, how- 
ever, human nature cannot be 
entirely socialised. Cannon-fodder 
does answer back sometimes, and 
in no uncertain terms. 


The story of the Presidio 27, what- 
ever happens to them now, is the 
latest, and probably most inspiring, 
example of this. 

As for us on the outside, there is 
perhaps still time to understand 
what some of the poor devils in the 
Presidio Stockade, and hundreds of 
similar places, have understood too 
late. 

Namely, that no timidity, oppor- 
tunism, or “patriotic duty” can 
justify us in co-operating, either 
actively or by the moderation of 
our opposition, in this madness of 
militarism. 


The WRI urgently needs your 
financial help to defray the print- 
ing and mailing costs of ‘“ The 
Presidio 27 ”. Readers are strongly 
urged to contact them for copies of 
the booklet and with offers of help. 
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Important 
victory in 
campaign 


for privacy 


Kevin McGrath writes: The campaign 
to protect and establish the right to 
privacy in Britain, launched a few 
weeks back by the National Council 
for Civil Liberties, has already gained 
one significant local victory. 

In Birmingham, on March 4, magis- 
trates refused a bulk application by 
the Midlands Electricity Board for 
warrants to enter private homes to 
turn off the supply of electricity. 


Already, Birmingham Trades Council 
had set up a sub-committee to look 
into the matter. Commenting on the 
March 4 decision, the Secretary of the 
Trades Council, Mr D. Perris, himself 
a Magistrate, said:. 
“This is a very welcome indication 
that magistrates are taking rather 
more notice of the evidence being 
given to support such applications. 


“Normally, bulk applications have 
been granted pretty well auto- 
matically.” 


So far as Peter Burns, the NCCL’s 
Promotion Secretary, was aware, this 
is the first time magistrates have re- 
fused such an application, at least in 
the Midlands. 


Wlassive Publicity 


It seems certain that it was a direct 
result of the campaign, which has 
received massive and favourable 
press publicity. 

One result of this—and of the wide- 
spread distribution of the issue of 
SPEAK OUT On Privacy (copies of 
which were included in Peace News 
on March 14)—has been that a 
number of people have approached 
the NCCL with information. 


Many of these give details of abuses 
practised by debt collecting agencies. 


One man has told how, in pursuit of 
what was in fact a non-existent debt 
(he had transferred a television rental 
from one branch to another, and was 
paying by banker’s order) a represen- 
tative of the company turned up out 
of the blue while his wife was doing 
the laundry, stood over her, and re- 
fused to leave. 

When his wife locked herself in the 
kitchen to get away from him, he 
approached her parents at the front 
door, and kept his foot in the door 
until he had extracted some sort of 
promise. 

This is by no means an isolated case 
of the practice of firms handling 
national lists of alleged defaulters, 
harassing for non-existent debts. 


j similar situations so as to protect 


Letters 


Why the Arabs left 


Israel in 1948... 


Edgar Fleming (Letters, March 21) 
over-simplifies the issue of why the 
Palestinian Arabs fled in 1948 when 
he presents it in simple black-and- 
white terms. 
* * * 

The Palestinian Arabs left “Israel ” 
for a variety of reasons: they cannot 
have been told to leave by their 
leaders because early Arab attempts 
to forestall the partition were based 
on the infiltration of commandos— 
who could not have mixed with the 
civilian population if the latter had 
all left. 

Many Arabs fled at the prospect of 
war—as countless others have done in 


Political Morality 


Now that the curious moral code that 
thought that Profumo was wicked to 
sleep around but saw nothing wrong 
with his job as Minister of Defence 
is being repeated, and Geraldine 
Willesee is the name that conjures 
up the picture of Christine Keeler, 
and the Australian Prime Minister re- 
enacts history, it might be a time for 
looking at political morality rather 
more closely. 

There are pacifist members of the 
Labour Party who see moral grounds 
for not invading Rhodesia, but who 
do not apparently think that the in- 
vasion of Anguilla necessitates their 
resignation from that Party. 


There are Labour MPs who have, year 
after year, made hypocritical appeals 
in Tribune—yes, repeated this year 
—for people to join the Aldermaston 
Marches, but who have not as yet cast 
one vote against British retention of 


Denise 


Levertov 


Biafra 


their lives, families, and property. 


There is no record whatever of Arab 
leaders inciting their people to leave 
their homes, as any examination of 
Arab broadcasts and the press at the 
time will demonstrate (cf. the corres- 
pondence .on this matter between 
Erskine Childers and Professor Kohn 
ee, Spectator, 12 May-21 July 
961). 


* * * 


Other Arabs heard of the massacre of 
Deir Yassin in April, 1948—-which was 
led by the present Minister Without 
Portfolio in the Israeli Cabinet, Mr 
Menachem Begin—and fled when they 
heard that Israeli troops were 
advancing on their homes for fear of 
a similiar occurrence. 


Yet others were expelled by victorious 
Israeli troops on strategic grounds, 
or out of sheer vindictiveness—as, for 
example, the Arab population of 
Lydda and Ramle in July, 1948, when 
hundreds of them died on the long 
trek to Ramallah in the burning hot 


the Bomb (many of them have not 
even abstained). 

Let it be clearly stated that Christine 
Keeler and Geraldine Willesee have 
done more to lessen the rush to war 
than all the “Left” MPs put to- 
gether. If CND’s leadership wishes to 


solicit names for its appeals, they . 


have inexcusably neglected two very 
significant possible allies. 


Laurens Otter, 
35 Natali Road, Croydon, Surrey. 


Centenary Stamp 


John Bal! writes (Feb 14): “It’s a 
pity, nonetheless, that the Post Office 
hasn’t got round to publishing a 
Gandhi Centenary Stamp.” 

In the current March edition of the 
GPO’s Philatelic Bulletin, I read: 
“New stamp for Gandhi Centenary. 
In last month’s Bulletin we said that 
an additional stamp would be issued 
in 1969 to mark the centenary of the 


Biafra. Biafra. Biafra. 


Small stock of compassion grown in us 
(when we would let it) by photos 


of napalmed children 


gives out: expended saying 


Palestinian summer. Any Israeli 
account of the war will record this 
event. 

In Galilee, where the leading Arab 
notables did not leave, many of the 
Arabs stayed put as well, or gathered 
in Nazareth, where they posed no 
strategic threat and so were generally 
permitted to remain. 


The Israelis made little attempt to 
stem the flow, and _ generally 
encouraged the exodus with psycho- 
logical warfare and intimidation— 
Haifa and a few other centres being 
an exception to this occurrence in a 
limited respect. 


* * * 

On the other hand, without condoning 
the consequences of anti-Zionist feel- 
ing in the Arab world, which I have 
personally experienced and found 
crude and sickening, it is necessary 
to point out that this is a direct re- 
sult of the creation of the State of 
Israel. 


The communities always lived side by 
side without hostility till the advent 
of modern Zionism. What is more, it 


birth of Mahatma Gandhi, This will 
be a 1s 6d value, and the date of issue 
will be August 13.” 

Derek Rickard, 

114 Dalmery Avenue, 

Norbury, London SW16. 


No Haranguing! 


I appreciate Joyce Mumford’s reaction 
(Letters, March 14) to Roger 
Barnard’s comments in his article 
“ Elimination Game”. 


To understand another’s view-point is 
not the same as condoning it. I fear 
that if we do not understand others, 
difficult as this may be, we create 
barriers to effective communication 
with those we wish to influence. 


Have we given sufficient attention to 
the difficulties of transforming prin- 
ciple into practice, or do we react to 
people’s genuine doubts with emotive 
invective? I would suggest that all too 
often we do. 


is official Zionist policy to ‘‘ gather in 
all the exiles” to Israel where, by 
law, every Jew is guaranteed a home 
which is largely paid for with 
Western capital. 


The way forward ultimately lies in 
the creation of Palestine/Israel as a 
Levantine State with a mixed popula- 
tion, aligned to the Third World, and 
not the Western-orientated and 
-governed Zionist creation that it now 
is. 
* * * 


Such a State will rise neither from 
the indiscriminate terrorism of the 
Arab commandos, nor from the re- 
taliatory techniques pushed by the 
hawks in Israel. 

It will only come when the indigenous 
population of the area works out its 
problems—starting from what they 
have in common, rather than exploit- 
ing their differences and widening 
the gap between them every day the 
conflict goes on. 

Peter Jones, 

81 Selwyn Road, Birmingham 16. 


Further, if we wish to bring into being 
a society more in line with our ideals 
without imposition of the changes 
necessary, we must accept the need 
to start from the other person’s 
standpoint. 


There are many legitimate methods 
of doing this: but in almost every 
case, change of attitudes is a gradual, 
not a sudden, thing, 


Haranguing will not help this step- 
by-step process. The effort of facing 
up to issues where dogmatic prin- 
ciples seem to raise more problems 
than they solve is not always indica- 
tive of wavering. 

Philip Bryers, 

145 Copthorne Road, Shrewsbury. 


Letters—preferably short 
or they may be cut—must 
arrive at Peace News by 
first post Monday.—Eds. 


to bile, brims, spills over: stain on the cushion: 


and the news from Biafra (doesn’t make the 
headlines, not in today’s paper at all) 


doesn’t even get in past our eyes. 


Viet Nam, Viet Nam: trying 


to act to end 

that war. 

Now sluggishly 

we turn pages: photos 


used up; no room 
in us for love: the little 
left from before changes 


of children dying in Biafra. Dull 
accumulation of overdue statistics: Massacre 
of the Ibos. It happened already: Now 

more of the same. The poisoning 

called “ getting used to ” has taken place: 
we'are the deads: nerve-endings 


2 


Biafra, Biafra, Biafra: hammering 
the word against my breast: trying 
to make room for more knowledge 


in my bonemarrow. But seeing 

only coarse faces grinning, painted by Bosch 
on TV screen as Humphrey 

gets nominated: then, flash, 

eyes in a skull, patient sadness: photo 

of Biafran boy (age 5?) 


sitting down to die: 


and know 


what to do: 


do nothing. 
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EAST PAKISTAN: Kazi Zafar Ahmed addresses a worker-rally at Tungi about 20 miles north of Dacca 


PAKISTAN: The Next Vietnam? 


BOB OVERY 


It is incredible that the myth of the 
Army as a neutral force in politics 
should still be given credence. 


Ten years ago Ayub Khan staged a 
military coup in Pakistan. He insisted 
that he had no ambitions for himself, 
and that he would return the country 
to parliamentary rule as soon as the 
country was ready for it. 


Ten years later he has failed com- 
pletely to achieve what he said he 
wanted to achieve. So what does he 
do but hand over the reins to another 
military figure, General Yahya Khan, 
who announces that he will try to do 
exactly the same thing again. 


Attention then shifts to whether 
General Yahya will succeed in 
balancing the conflicting interests so 
as to restore public order, and the 
realisation begins to grow that it will 
take a popular revolution of a radical, 
socialist character to unseat him, and 
moreover, that this is possible in East 
Pakistan. 


Balance of Power 


But such a revolution would change 
the whole balance of power in the 
area, and so it becomes inevitable that 
the Western Powers—through the 
South East Asia Treaty Organisation 
(SEATO)—will move in to back Gen- 
eral Yahya’s defence of the status 


quo. 
The polarised alternative of socialist 
revolution is seen (rightly, no doubt) 
as the falling domino which might 
lead to revolution in the whole Indian 
sub-continent. 


After the recent round-table con- 
ference of political leaders in 
Rawalpindi, Ayub Khan announced a 
return to universal suffrage and 
parliamentary democracy. But he re- 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED 
to help pack Peace News 
on Wednesday nights 
and Thursday mornings 
5 CALEDONIAN RD N1 . 


fused to grant the much more sub- 
stantial demands of the East for auto- 
nomy in everything except foreign 
policy and defence. 


Political and student leaders in East 
Pakistan saw the conference as a be- 
trayal, and a wave of strikes began, 
reinforced by gheraos (encirclement 
of employers in their offices by their 
work-people) and trials of Ayub’s 
local administrators by people’s 
courts. 


It was a virtually spontaneous expres- 
sion of direct support for the 
political demands formulated by the 
students, described by one Pakistani 
I met in London last week as “a 
revolution, but without arms”. 


‘Parting Kick’ 


Thus, as Rehmon Sobhan put it, in an 
excellent article in the New States- 
man last week: 


“ What is termed the break-down of 
law and order is, in fact, no more 
than the result of the vacuum 
created by the collapse of all 
semblance of public confidence in 
the regime. 


“It is typical of Ayub and his raj 
that his parting kick to the people 
of Pakistan lay in calling back the 
Army rather than transferring 
power to those political elements 
who commanded popular support.” 


Strong Pressures 


There is no obvious guarantee that 
General Yahya will now proceed with 
Ayub’s plans for a return to parlia- 
mentary democracy, whatever he may 
say, and there will be very strong 
pressures and temptations for him 
not to do so. 


On the one hand, if he should succeed 
by martial law in stamping out the 
unrest all over the country, it will be 
possible to argue that the country is 
at peace, and that business and in- 
dustry are functioning normally: so 
why should he risk handing over 
power to the politicians? 

And, on the other hand, there will be 
pressure from the 20 powerful 
families who control most of the 
wealth and administrative positions in 
Pakistan, directed against any relaxa- 
tion of martial law which would allow 
opposition groups to organise and 
throw their position into jeopardy. 


Already there are reports of the 
arrest of strikers in East Pakistan— 
trade unions were not allowed even 
before the imposition of martial law 
—and while the numerous political 
activists who have emerged in the 
recent demonstrations are now lying 
low, it is scarcely possible that the 
will allow the initiative to remain wit 
the armed forces for long. 


English Ignorance 


“J think we are heading for a 
tragedy. It may be a second Viet- 
nam”, a Pakistani militant told me 
last week. “ The next phase will be 
the break-up of Pakistan, and it won’t 
come peacefully.” 


He was one of the 20 who had taken 
over the military annexe of the 
Pakistani High Commission in London 
last Tuesday night, March 25, im- 
mediately the news of the re- 
imposition of martial law came 
through. 


On Sunday, March 23, they had oc- 
cupied the High Commission itself in 
protest against: the sending of West 
Pakistani troops to the East. 


He feels that the situation in Pakistan 
has been ignored in England for too 
long, and is disappointed that the 
Left and peace movements feel “no 
great moral urge to make protests 
about it”’. 

He wondered why there had been no 
occupation by English people of the 
High Commission as there was of the 
Greek Embassy in 1967. 


Sudden Bad Blow 


“Our people have been dealt very 
suddenly a bad blow, and any little 
agitation is a moral boost and en- 
couragement to them.” 


Reports of actions are not given in 
the censored Pakistani press, of 
course, but Pakistanis in Britain write 
home about them. “We must keep 
this alive as an issue.”’ 


USA: Biafra visit turns 
hawk into Vietnam dove 


“ My visit to Nigeria and Biafra forced 
me to re-evaluate my hawkish views 
on Vietnam. 


“T have now withdrawn my support 
of the American Government’s Viet- 
nam policy.” 

That was the gist of a statement made 
by Congressman Donald Lukens at 
a conference sponsored by Biafran 
aid group Operation Outrage in 
Washington. 

Lukens’s statement was in response 
to a Nigerian who had asked him how 
he could reconcile being a hawk, in 
regard to Vietnam, with vigorous 
advocacy of a cease-fire and arms 
embargo in regard to the Nigerian/ 
Biafran struggle. 


Prolonged Applause 


Gasps and prolonged applause from 
the audience followed Lukens’s reply. 


Lukens’s change of mind was _par- 
ticularly remarkable because of his 
political background. 

A conservative from Ohio, he has held 
strong, rigid, hawkish attitudes on 
Vietnam. 


He was the first Congressman to visit 
Biafra, his trip being sponsored by 
the conservative Catholic publication, 
Twin Circles. He was in a Biafran city 
when it was bombed by the Nigerian 
Air Force. 


US Know-Nothings 


As a panel member at the Operation 
Outrage conference, this young pol- 
itician called passionately for the full 
programme of a cease-fire, arms em- 
bargo, negotiations, and massive aid 
by America. 

He excoriated the State Department, 
saying that American officials he had 
talked to in Lagos knew nothing about 
the situation. 


“Our Government has either the 
wrong policy or no policy”, and “It 
seems that Governments can create 
but not end wars”, were other re- 
marks Lukens made at the confer- 
ence. 


(From the Bulletin of American 
Emergency Committee on Nigeria and 
Biafra.) 
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“WRITE IN 
THE NAME 
oF ANY 
GoveRNMeE 


This is no time to quarrel 
among ourselves. We have a 
border incident. 


Gls 
resist 


All over America this Easter weekend, 
demonstrations aimed at involving 
GlIs_ resisting the Vietnam war are 
taking place. 

GIs will be taking a leading part in 
many of these, risking Presidio-type 
consequences. 

Already GIs in 10 centres have started 
publishing anti-war newspapers— 
Short Times, published in Columbia, 
South Carolina, for example, is read 
by about 8,000 GIs 

Resistance within the Army is being 
increasingly seen by anti-war GIs as a 
practical alternative to deserting, 
rather than a means of rational- 
ising a failure to desert. 


All-Britain 


Demonstration 


Monday, April 7—March against 
NATO and for an end to the war 

in Vietnam. Assemble 10 am 
Hampstead Heath (Whitestone 
Pond). March via Speakers Corner 
1 pm. Rally Trafalgar Square 3 pm. 
CND, 14 Gray’s Inn Road, WC1. 


New arms-coniract with Nigeria 


Wilson, on his lightning package tour 
of Nigeria, has, according to re- 
porters, “resisted” Federal requests 
for more armoured cars’ and 
artillery, at least two major para- 
military contracts have been signed 
between Britain and Nigeria. 


| Roger Moody writes: Though Harold 


Vosper Ltd has agreed to supply two 
corvettes to the Federal Navy. And, 
according to Barclay’s Overseas Re- 
view (March 1969): 


“The British Government has 
signed a loan agreement with 
Nigeria providing for an interest- 
free loan of £1 million, re-payable 
over 25 years, for the purchase of 
certain unspecified goods and 
services.” 


There is little doubt that both of these 
offers are designed to assist the 
Federal Government in defeating 
Biafra, making renewed nonsense of 
the Foreign Office’s claim that arms- 
supplies to Nigeria have been kept 
at a pre-war level. 


The Federal Army’s “ final, final, last, 
last” push (Bruce Loudon, Sunday 
Telegraph, March 30) has now begun. 
While it promises some of the 
bloodiest battles of the war, many 
Biafrans regard the new development 
as “ window-dressing ” for Wilson’s 
visit (David Robinson, Observer, 
March 30). 


When Wilson makes his statement on 
the Nigeria visit, he is likely to dis- 
guise his unaltered support for the 
slow “ quick-kill” Federal policy by 
citing what he has seen of the treat- 
ment of Ibos in the occupied parts of 
Biafra, and the Federal Government’s 
willingness to provide massive aid. 


In fact, no-one can know how the 
great majority of the “rebels” will 
be treated, until the war ends. Under 
the eyes of the world’s press and TV 
and the International Observer Team, 
it is not surprising that refugees in 
camps in Enugu, Port Harcourt, and 
Calabar (now the “ show-piece state ”’) 
live under a beneficial regime. 


The question remains: how many of 
these are in fact Ibos, rather than 
minority tribes-people returning to 
their homes as the front line shifts? 


And how are those in Biafra going to 
be reconciled to Nigeria after a war 
in which the Federals have used mas- 
sacre, _ torture, bombing, anti- 
personnel weapons (according to 
American Senator Charles Goodell, 
Sunday Telegraph, March 30) and 
starvation as legitimate weapons? 


Aid Routes 


As for aid, General Gowon continues 
to offer the land-route into Biafra 
proposed last summer, and the use of 
Obilagu air-strip for daylight flights. 


The Biafrans claim that the land- 
route proposed would “ pierce our de- 
fences and allow Nigeria’s British- 
supplied armoured vehicles to shoot 
their way through ” (Biafra Overseas 
Press, March 19). 


They claim that since Obilagu air- 
strip is a ‘battlefield partially held 
by both sides”, the latest Federal 
gesture is merely “a ploy to gain 
military advantage ”’, 

Once again, the Biafrans have offered 
two other land-routes, both previously 
rejected by the Federal Government. 


The Biafran air-strip solely devoted to 


international relief—for night and 
day flights—is now under construc- 
tion by a Canadian group, CANAIR. 


According to Colone] Ojukwu, in a 
letter to American Senators and 
Congressmen concerned about the 
war (March 24) “this airport is being 
developed well away from the per- 
imeter of the battle”. 


A surprising development in recent 
weeks has been a Russian attempt— 
possibly from the highest level—to 
“mediate ” in the conflict. 


On March 17, the Financial Times 
special correspondent reported that 
high-ranking Biafran officials had 
been approached with a Soviet plan, 
which would give Biafra an inter- 
national standing, as well as control 
of her own security forces, though 
“less than complete sovereignty ”. 


Whatever its real meaning, this 
Russian move seems connected with 
recent suggestions “that Russian 
arms deliveries to Lagos have been 
at a much lower level than expected 
and wanted by the Nigerian Army” 
(Financial Times, March 17). 


The Nigerian Tribune of Ibadan last 
week came out with a direct con- 
demnation of the Federal regime. “ It 
is in the interest of the country and 
of the Nigerian Army that we return 
to civilian rule”, said the paper. 


“Some critics have accused some of 
the military leaders of behaving as if 
they did not want the war to end. 
Others have said that the corrective 
regime has in fact corrected nothing. 


“The most effective answer to these 
critics is an immediate return to 
civilian Government.” 


HOME broken up by GLC men 


Sherrl Yanowitz writes: It finally took 
a special GLC (Greater London 
Council) demolition squad to evict 
the Drury Lane squatters. Since early 
March, they had been occupying 178 
Drury Lane, a condemned hotel which 
was redubbed HOME. 


About 7.30 am on Saturday, March 
22, two coach-loads of police suddenly 
broke into the hotel. Without show- 
ing any warrants, they immediately 
began rousing people out of bed, 
ripping mattresses apart, and search- 
ing for drugs and weapons. 


There was a good deal of police 
violence. Furniture and doors were 
smashed. Days of careful cleaning and 
repairing were destroyed within half- 
an-hour. 


Then the press were invited in to 
photograph the squalor especially 
created for their cameras. 


Every girl on the premises was taken 
to a police station and questioned. 
Apparently, there were a few drug 
offenders and some under-age run-a- 
ways. 

However, over 30 individuals were 
arrested. Some witnesses alleged that 
the police were planting much of the 
drugs they “ found ”. 

(All through the squat, the Arts Lab 
people had made zealous efforts to 
boot out any people who appeared to 
be using drugs.) 

That same evening, March 22, the 
HOME-folk re-occupied the building 
and began to clean up the new mess. 
They also set about creating a legal 
defence group and an informal em- 
ployment agency for ‘‘ unemployable ” 
people. 

On March 24, Horace Cutler (Chair- 
man of the Housing Committee of the 
GLC) unexpectedly visited HOME. 


Allen 
Skinner’s 


PERSONAL 
COMMENT 


During the period of Stalin’s 1936-37 
show-trials, |.was working on a trade- 
union newspaper in London. 


Week by week, as each new trial 
eame along, we were bombarded by 
masses of resolutions which had been 
passed by the branches of the com- 


of the men on trial, and called— 
generally before any verdict had been 
delivered—for their execution with- 
out mercy. It was evident that the 
demoralisation of fear dominated the 
entire Russian population. 


In hopeful contrast, I now learn that, 
in connection with the invasion of 
Czechoslovakia last year by Russia 
and its Warsaw Pact subordinates, the 
Czech Ambassador at Moscow, 
Vladimir Koucky, made a report to 
his Government after the invasion. 


In it he declared that there were some 

800 local groups of the Russian Com- 

munist Party who had expressed 

their condemnation of what had been 
one. 


Now, in last weekend’s press, we 
learn of a series of protest mani- 
festoes that have been issued on be- 
half of those who are struggling 


festoes is relevant to the position to 

which I am drawing attention. It 

says: 
“The people have answered every 
illegal act with mass protests and 
a multitude of meetings and demon- 
strations. 
“It is precisely this cohesion and 
strength of will that arouses the 
open fury of those who would like 
to preserve the system of the dark 
times of Stalin. 
“Tn those days, a handful of ignor- 
ant careerists and officials, headed 
by an infinitely inflated idol, could 
dictate their criminal will to a 
Soviet people paralysed with fear, 
and could, at their own discretion, 
dispose of the property, sovereign 
territory, and freedom of whole 
nations and peoples.” 


It is some compensation for the 


parable union in Russia, and-also. by against’the police repression of the horrors-of the’ Stalin period that it 


the local Communist Party branches. 
The resolutions were devoted to abuse 


ae 


. Tartars in the Crimea. 


can now be used with effect against 


An extract from one of these mani- those who are-tempted to emulate it. 


After being shown round the buildin 
he said it had to be demolished within 
seven days. Since it had been stand- 
ing condemned and vacant for over 
two years, the squatters paid little 
attention to this threat. 


Early in the morning of Wednesday, 
March 26, 10 GLC workmen and about 
a dozen police broke into the base- 
ment. They immediately set about 
destroying whatever was available. 


They kicked in doors, smashed every 
window in the building, axed the 
floor boards and ceilings, and even 
forced their way into rooms while 
people hurriedly tried to dress. 
Several HOME-folk were injured by 
flying glass and falling boards. 


Anguilla: 
Court 
Challenge? 


The British invasion and occupation 
of Anguilla may be challenged in the 
courts. 


Speaking at the teach-in on Anguilla 
sponsored by the Peace Pledge Union, 
Peace News and Resurgence Maga- 
zine last Friday in London, John 
Platt-Mills, QC, made a devastating 
analysis of the legal position, demon- 
strating that in any such court battle 
the Government’s representatives 
would have a very dubious case. 


Several of those present expressed 
strong interest in making an attempt 
to bring about just such a battle. 


Others who spoke during the teach-in, 
which was attended by about 100 
people in all, included Professor 
Leopold Kohr, journalist Colin 
Rickards, and representatives of the 
Anguilla community in Britain and of 
the St Kitts Government. 


Northern 
lreland: 

the long 
struggle for 


Civil Rights 


Largely ignored by the English 
press, the most remarkable pol- 
itical upheaval in the United King- 
dom continues in Northern Ireland. 


Perhaps it takes a picture like this 
to bring it home. It was taken the 
Saturday before last (March 22) 
when up to 4,000 people took part 
in a sit-cown in Waterloo Place, 
Derry. 


They were protesting at the Public 
Order Bill being pushed through 
Stormont by the “liberal” O’Neill 
Unionists, which will step up police 
powers to deal with demonstrators 
and greatly increase penalties. 


Most of those taking part are 
ordinary working—or in many 
cases, out-of-work—people. 


The struggle for Civil Rights in 
Northern Ireland is not a middle- 
class protest movement, any more 
than is the struggle for Civil 
Rights in America, with which it 
has much in common, both in the 
methods by which it is carried on 
and the evil that it seeks to destroy. 
The absurdity is that radicals in 
Britain are more aware of the 
American struggle than they are of 


the one which is going on within a 
few hours of (relatively cheap) 
travel from where they live. 


On Saturday last (March 29) the 
people of Derry marched again in 
their thousands, through the 
ancient walls of the city, on the 
route which had previously been 
denied them. 

On Monday, families from New- 
ferry, 2 hamlet within a few miles 
of Captain O’Neill’s home (he has 
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never visited it apart from passing 


through it while out hunting) 
started to squat in the Council 
offices in Ballymena in protest at 
appalling housing conditions. 


Similar token actions have been 
taken during .the last week in Bel- 
fast by the Belfast Housing Action 
Group, at premises including the 
Unionist Party Headquarters, and 
the offices of the Belfast Housing 
Committee. 


And this weekend members of the 
People’s Democracy of Belfast are 
on the march from Belfast, across 
the border, to: Dublin. 


They intend to show their solidarity 
with students marching from Gal- 
way in the West of Ireland in pro- 
test at bad housing conditions and 
unemployment in the Republic, and 
against the Dublin Parliament’s 
proposed new Criminal Justice Bill, 
aimed at demonstrators. 


Urgent appeal from 


the Saigon Student 


Union to students of the world 


DEAR FRIENDS: Nowadays there are many movements in the world 
appealing to the United States to end the war in our country, and 
calling on the warring parties to show their good-will in the task of 
bringing peace to Vietnam. 


Parallel with these world movements, students and pupils in Vietnam, 
together with the people of Vietnam, have repeatedly demanded 
peace through various non-violent but very determined struggles on 
a large scale. 


In the course of these struggles, the students of South Vietnam have 
met with repression and terrorism on the part of the Saigon Govern- 
ment, a Government with no popular support. 


Unjustifiable and cruel repressions continue with increasing force in 
the various faculties of the Universities in South Vietnam. This 
attitude, upheld by foreign forces, is stifling aspirations for peace and 
freedom in South Vietnam. 


We students therefore earnestly send this letter to you, peace 
movements and students all over the world, in an urgent appeal for 
your firm support in the name of justice and liberty for Vietnam. 


The fact that the United States Government plays a major and 
decisive role in the Paris negotiations, along with the Saigon Govern- 
ment, proves that the United States Government has violated the 
sovereignty of our nation. 

The Saigon Government, though made legal by fraudulent elections, 
is merely a veneer to hide the new colonialism of the United States 
Government. 


Everyone realises the dependent nature of the Saigon Government: 
and the opinion of the South Vietnamese people, as well as that of 
the students, shows a total lack of faith in this Government. We are 
very much aware that: 
This Government is an excuse to permit the United States Govern- 
ment to prolong the war. 
The present Government in South Vietnam will never find a solution 
to the war—a war they can never win. 
The Vietnamese people cannot go on living under a continual death 
sentence in an endless and senseless war. 
The Vietnamese people want a Government consisting of elements 
truly representing the patriotic and peace-loving population. of 
South Vietnam. ; 


For these reasons, the South Vietnamese students, along with the 
people, will not cease in their fight. 


We struggle against all forms of violation of our national sovereignty, 
and remind the United States Government that Vietnamese history 
has proved such violations to be failures. 


The future of Vietnam must be decided by the Vietnamese people. 
We refuse to kill each other because of hatred or ideological 
differences. Only independence, freedom, prosperity, and national 
unity are our concern. 

The United States Government, responsible as it is for this war, must 
seriously prove its good-will in the quest for peace in Vietnam, and 
must remember that peace is not a gift to be bestowed on the people 
by the United States Government, but is the fruit of a very long, 
heroic, and hard struggle by the whole of the South Vietnamese 
population. 

The students and people of South Vietnam have struggled for so 
long, and have proved that they will not bow their heads even before 
such repressions, arrests, and tortures imposed on them by the Saigon 
Government as, for example: 


The destruction of the Saigon Students Union headquarters. 


The sentence of five years forced labour on Nguyen Truong Cong, 
Chief Editor of the official Students Union newspaper. 


The sentence of 10 years forced labour on Nguyen Dang Trung, 
Chairman of the Central Executive Committee of the Saigon 
Students Union. 

The forcing into the Army, though he is not yet eligible, and a 
two-year suspended sentence, on Nguyen Thanh Cong, Chairman of 
the Students Committee for Relief of War Victims. 


There are many other examples of individual students who have been 
arrested, exiled, or tortured for their patriotism, and now the Govern- 
ment proceeds with its campaign of student arrests in Universities 
all over South Vietnam. 


In face of such a grave situation, we students of South Vietnam 
earnestly appeal to you, students, humanitarian movements, and 
people throughout the world, to continue in your support of our 
patriotic aspirations—that is, to bring independence, liberty, national 
sovereignty, and peace to Vietnam. 


Issued by the Central Executive Committee of the 
Saigon Students Union: February 19 


6 Peace News 4 April 1969 


HELP Magazine’s latest issue is 
mainly devoted to a supplement on 
the disabled. It’s good of its kind— 
especially Mike Venner’s clear sum- 
mary of the welter of confusing, and 
often dislocated, services available to 
this 2-3% of our population. 


What is to be Done? 


But while the supplement clearly 
shows how the disabled and their 
protagonists—like Duncan Guthrie of 
the Central Council for the Disabled, 
and Megan du Boisson of the Disable- 
ment Income Group (DIG)—are fight- 
ing, against odds, for a national 
minimum standard of  welfare- 
provision, income, and respect, it 
gives few leads to the rest of us. 

Are we being asked merely to be 


1ELP for ti 


PROJECTS ‘Roger Moody. 


more kindly to the crippled? To write 
to our MPs? To give more money to 
the British Epilepsy Association? 
Clearly none of these things. Just 
what, then? 

It seems to me that the study might 
have been more effective, from the 
point-of-view of the non-disabled 
person trying to help, if the authors 
had tackled the conflict between a 
handicapped person’s desire to go it 
alone, and his frustration and self- 
recrimination if assistance and 
sympathy is not made available. 


HELP is now nine issues old, with 
thousands of pounds behind it. It is 


Street, London WC2. 


a well-written, and above all, reliable 
magazine. 

But I doubt that it will succeed in 
energising people to criticise and 
change the defects of our welfare 
society, until it concentrates less on 
presentation, and more on mobilisa- 
tion. 

One way to do this might be to get 
HELP out of its office, and at last 
onto the book-stalls. 

Another way—in this particular in- 
stance-——might be to arrange a HELP 
readers’ protest in Whitehall on be- 
half of DIG. HELP is at: 2 Arundel! 


The price of FREEDOM is... 


Through indiscriminate use and 
abuse, the word “ freedom ” has come 
to have ironic overtones. 


Formerly the word meant something 
fairly specific, but now it is used 
primarily in an emotive way to flatter 
your own side and to berate your 
enemies for their apparent lack of it. 


William Klein’s Mr Freedom, now 
showing at Cinecenta in London and 
Sheffield, is an attack on the American 
interpretation of the word, and the 
abuses this concept leads to. 


A giant American sheriff undergoes a 
superman-type of metamorphosis into 
American-football-cum-Batman —cos- 
tume, and after clearing up a little 
local trouble caused by some Negroes 
enjoying the freedom of a loot-in, is 
sent to save France from the “ Red 
Commie” menace. 


(Capitain Formidable, his French 
counterpart, has failed and disap- 
peared. ‘He was a little tired after 
Greece.”) 


More Destruction 


Despite being warned off by Super- 
Frenchman, a giant inflated plastic 
figure painted red, white, and blue 
who says “the affairs of France are 
managed by me without outside in- 
terference—if I need you, I call you”, 
Mr Freedom attempts to clean up the 
nation’s subversive elements. 


But worse than failure, his mission 
only succeeds in bringing destruction 
and death, the ultimate un-freedom. 


During the course of his adventures, 
Mr Freedom meets Moujik-Man who 
is supplying the FAF (Fighters 
Against Freedom) with weapons, and 
a massive plastic-inflated dragon 
called Red Chinaman who is blamed 
for having the FAF kids all hopped 
up. 

Mr Freedom’s allies include the Ku 
Klux Klan and a number of actors 
involved in a Theatre of Cruelty 
happening—Klein’s vision of America 
today. 


Back of picture, Mr Freedom (Donald Pleasance) 


But even with these redoubtable 
friends, the FAF continue to win and 
Mr Freedom’s only response is 
escalation into bigger and bigger 
destruction, for which he holds his 
enemies responsible. 


Finally, he sets off a weapon which 
destroys everything round him and 
fatally injures himself. 


Inner Parodies 


The film is very funny and packed 
with sly, allusive jokes. Much of the 
humour comes from the mouthing of 
American platitudes—“ a fortress of 
freedom ” or ‘“ they don’t understand 
democracy” or “in the old -days it 
was much simpler’—in situations 
where their fatuity is immediately 
apparent, 


There are also parodies of other films 
which are used to set up reverbera- 
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tions in the minds of those who 
recognise the sources. 

Thus the scene in the hotel room 
where Mr Freedom is staying is a 
direct echo from Jean-Luc Godard’s 
Alphaville where Lenny Caution is 
sent from outer space to fight the 
tyranny of the computers under Von 
Braun. 

And Mr Freedom arriving in Paris 
dressed in a cowboy-hat and suit 
recalls the arrival of Coogan, an 
Arizonian sheriff played by Clint 
Eastwood, in New York in the recent 
film, Coogan’s Bluff. 

Of course, Klein’s interpretation of 
the effects of American policy is not 
particularly original to anyone who 
has considered the Vietnam conflict 
in anything more than the most per- 
functory way. 


Left-Wing Cliche ? 


But William Klein, thank God, is 
much less interested in making his 
own personal statement on the war 
than in trying to put over what might 
be called “a Left-wing cliche ”. 


Too many artists are intent on the 
ego-boosting task of making complex 
aesthetic works while avoiding the 
task of making a straight-forward 
statement in a simple manner. 


Mr Freedom has been dismissed as 
propaganda by some film critics. I 
would compliment it for having the 
qualities of good propaganda—which, 
after all, is only the efiective disper- 
sion of ideas. 


For A 
Non-Violent 
Easter 69! 


For readers of Peace News, Easter 
Marches are now more traditional 
than Easter Eggs—and we’re never 
quite sure what they will hatch 
out. 

But this Easter, a big turn-out of 
Peace News activists could ensure 
a genuinely non-violent confronta- 
tion with the vielence of politics 
and militarism. 


The paper is raising, and will con- 
tinue to raise, some of the funda- 
mental issues with which an effect- 
ive peace movement in this country 
has to be concerned. 

There is, for example, the brutal 
suppression of the Buddhist peace- 
makers in Vietnam, the revolt of 
Gls against the war, self-determin- 
ation for Anguilla and Biafra, the 
abolition of all military pacts, 
non-violent action on the housing 
problem, and against new restric- 
tions on freedom in Northern 
Ireland. 


Work With Us! 


We make no apology for insisting 
that the success of this paper’s 
policy and the survival of the non- 
violent movement in Britain are 
closely tied together. 

Come out with us and work to gain 
readers for the policies we repre- 
sent. There will be Peace News/ 
Housmans travelling book-stalls on 
the CND coaches leaving Faslane 
and Caerwent on Good Friday, at 
Ruislip on Easter Sunday, and on 
the march from Hampstead, via 
Hyde Park to Trafalgar Square, on 
Monday. HARRY MISTER 


special offer 
for new readers 
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SEND this coupon to Peace News 
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PHOTO; Centre—Del Vasto (white beard): Left—Fenner Brockway & Horace Alexander 


ACTION, COMMUNITY, CONSISTENCY 


Lanza del Vasto, legendary 
Gandhian founder of the Com- 
munaute de l’Are in France, was in 
London a fortnight ago for a 
Friends memorial meeting for 
Gandhi Centenary Year and a 
number of smaller meetings with 
pacifists. 


He insists that he does not reside 
in the Community, which he 
founded 25 years ago, “just to 
cultivate the carrots’, but that he 
sees the manual work and non- 
violent discipline of the Com- 
munity, which is Christian, as a 
means to understanding life, and 
even of preserving it. 


His awareness of the likelihood of 
nuclear disaster leads him, on the 
one hand, to believe that his Com- 
munity will show the appropriate 


way of life after a third world war, 
but equally to engage in direct 
action against the concentration 
camps of the Algerian war, against 
nuclear weapons, and for the rights 
of Conscientious Objectors. 


The most impressive thing about 
del Vasto is his consistency. He is 
a man who has tried to interpret his 
ideas of non-violence so faithfully 
that his whole life is shaped by 
them. 


He is a patriarch who sees his role 
now as explaining what he has un- 
derstood about non-violence, since 
he believes that people constantly 
need reminding of the simple 
truths. He has the endearing con- 
fidence and humour of a good man 
who knows that his appearance, 
manner, and words express his 
deepest beliefs.—R. 0. 
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KENYA/SOMALIA: Lesson for West Africa? 


Roger Moody writes: Two years ago, 
as reported in Peace News at the 
time, a savage and horrible war was 
being fought between Kenyan forces 
and Somali nomads _ (allegedly 
“ shifts” or terrorists) in the North- 
Eastern provinces of Kenya. 


The Somali Government claimed the 
territory as its own, and said that 
herdsmen using it were being perse- 
cuted, confined in ‘‘ concentration 
camp ”-like villages, and deprived of 
penal watering places as well as 
ood. 


The Kenyan Government refused to 
negotiate peace on any basis other 
than the “territorial integrity” of 
Kenya. 


Though an estimated 20,000 people 
were killed in a four-year war, the 
press of the world kept silent. 


Tortured Refugees 


The Kenyan Government imposed 
emergency regulations which in- 
cluded a mandatory death sentence 
for possession of fire-arms, and no 
outsiders were allowed into the North- 
East of the country. 

Thousands of refugees—some | tor- 
tured and demoralised—fied into the 
Somali Republic. 

In autumn 1967, the Somali’s greatest 
political leader, Ebrahim Egal, be- 
came Prime Minister. 


Egal was an extremely skilful advo- 
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cate of a ‘‘detente” between Kenya 
and the Somali Republic, which left 
in abeyance both the question of 
territorial rights and that of indepen- 
dence for the Somali majority in 
the North-East territory. 


Largely because of Egal’s advocacy, 
Jomo Kenyatta concluded a ‘‘ Mem- 
orandum of Understanding ” with the 
Somalis in October last year—under 
the chairmanship of President Kaunda 
of Zambia. 


Amnesty Granted 


Though Kenya’s emergency regula- 
tions remained in force, relations 
between the two countries began to 
improve. Kenyatta was even photo- 
graphed dancing with. the Somalis! 


Last month, the two Prime Ministers 
met again. Still the question of 
territorial integrity has been post- 
poned, sine die. 

Nevertheless, a communique issued in 
London a fortnight ago states that the 
Emergency Regulations in the North- 
East have now been lifted, that 
refugee camps on both sides will 
disappear, and that the Kenyan 
Government will grant amnesty to 
all political offenders. 


Biafran Parallels 


Those who fled during the war will be 
allowed to return. Free movement of 
livestock across the borders will now 
be permitted, and Joint Regional De- 
velopment projects are to be started, 
especially “in the fields of water 
resources and animal husbandry ”. 


There are still outstanding problems 
between the two: neighbours, but re- 


A Film-Viewing 
Session on 


CBW will be held at 52 St Martin’s 
Lane, WC2, on Thursday, April 10, 
7 pm. SCIENCE FOR LIFE, THE 
SILENT WAR, and the BBC’s 
disturbing A PLAGUE ON YOUR 
CHILDREN will be shown. 
Admission Free—Collection. 


SoF and Concord Films Council. 
Sea ee ee on ee 


cent developments have been 


encouraging in the extreme. 


Is it too much to hope that a similar 
rapprochement may one day take 
place between Federal Nigeria and 
the Ibos in Biafra? 


The scale of the war is, of course, 
vastly different, but the underlying 
issues are very much the same. 


Just as Kenya was granted indepen- 
dence by the British without regard 
to the peculiar needs of its Somalis 
in a large part of the country, so the 
Southerners, Yoruba and Ibo, were 
lumped together with the 
Northerners, Hausa and Fulani, in the 
Nigerian Federation—indeed, by the 
same British administration. 


Wilson’s Spectre 


Just as the Kenyans claimed that 
their country could not do without its 
North-East territory (despite its 
aridity) and that the Somalis were 
Kenyan citizens, so Gowon’s regime 
espouses unity at any cost, and main- 
tains that Biafrans are an integral 
part of Nigeria. 


Not only that—but there is evidence 
that KADU and KANU delegates to 
the Constitutional Conference on 
Kenyan independence “ threatened ” 
the British Government with recrim- 
inations against the British settlers 
in the country should North-Eastern 
territory be allowed to secede to 
Somaliland. 


DIARY 


As this is a free service, we reserve the 
right to select from notices sent in. To 
make the service as complete as possible, 
we urge organisers to: 


1. Send entries to arrive not later than 
first post Monday (Friday preferred). 


2. Include date, town, place (hall, street): 
nature of event, speakers, organisers 
(and secretary’s address). 


To publitisé full details, book a classified 
or displayed advertisement. 


Remember to order copies of Peace News 
for your advertised meeting: Sale or 
Return. From Circulation Department, 
5 Caledonian Road, Nt. 


7 April Monday 


LONDON. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St Martin- 
in-the-Fields. '‘The Politics of on- 
Violence ’’. Satish Kumar, London School 
of Non-Violence. 


8 April Tuesday. 


LONDON. 6.30 pm. The Crypt, St Martin- 
of Non- 


in-the-Fields. London Schoo} 


Violence. 


SS 


In recent weeks, a similar spectre of 
16,000 endangered Britons in 
Federal Nigeria has been raised by 
Harold Wilson, to defend his support 
of the Federal regime. 


Crucial Difference 


No-one sees a swift solution to the 
Nigeria/Biafra crisis, but then no-one 
envisaged a rapprochement between 
Kenya and the Somali Republic. 


(The ethnic contrast between the 
Kikuyu and the various Somali tribes 
is far greater than that between any 
of the 200-odd tribes in Nigeria/ 
Biafra.) 


Three major factors—Kaunda’s in- 
fluence on Kenyatta, war-weariness, 
and the emergence of Ebrahim Egal 
—seem to have made the crucial 
difference in Kenya. 


Pacifist Lesson 


The importance of Egal was that he 
abandoned the hollow defence of 
territorial demarcation to argue for 
the human rights of his people— 
within the future context of a united 
Eastern Africa. 


Of course, Somaliland was a nation in 
its own right when its war with Kenya 
started, and Biafra was not. 


But the lesson remains. It is, in the 


final analysis, a pacifist lesson. We can 
only offer it for reflection. 


10 April Thursday 


LONDON WC2. 7 pm. 52 St Martin’s Lane. 
‘‘A Plague on Your Children’’ and other 
films about CBW. Adm free. Collection. 
SoF/Concord Films Council. 


12 April Saturday 


LONDON E3. 8 pm. St Paul's Vicarage, 
Bow Common. Chfistian Anarchists: 
Church and State discussion continued. 


13 April Sunday 


LONDON NWI. 9 am to 1 am. Round 
House, Chalk Farm Road. ‘' Poverty ts 
Violence—Exploitation of the Third 


World.’’ Speakers: Helder Camera (Arch- 
bishop, Recife, Brazil). Paul T. K. Lin 
(SE Asia expert, McGill Univ, Canada). 
Trevor Huddleston (Bishop of Stepney). 
Cuban Emissary (Havana). Felix Greene 
(China expert, Paris). Oginga Odinga 
. Bobby Seale (Chairman, Black 
, USA). Plus other speakers, 
poets, films; CAST. Refreshments available, 
Adm i105 advance, 15s at door. Details, 
bookings: Haslemere Group, 515 Liverpoai 
Road, London N7. + > 


J always seem to feel depressed at 
Easter. Either I’m marching, 
which means I get a glazed feel- 
ing of deja vu and of the futility 
of the operation. Or I’m not 
marching, in which case I get a 
constant sense that I should be. 
* * * 

What I’ve always dreamed of is 
having an Easter Rising instead, 
but a non-violent one. 


You Know what I mean: occupy- 
ing Post Offices and Biscuit 
Factories all over the place— 
Dublin 1916-style—but instead of 
defending them to the death, use 
the opportunity to distribute 
postage stamps and biscuits. 


Itli never happen in England. 
Still, now that over in Ireland it 
seems they’re on the move once 
more, maybe they'll try it my way 
next time. 


So it’s goodbye to the traditional 
comical helmet of the British 
Bobby (strictly speaking, of the 
English and Welsh Bobby—Scot- 
land and Northern Ireland aban- 
doned it years ago). 


T’ve always been rather inclined 
to see our policemen’s helmets as 
an example of very canny 
psychological warfare by the most 
sophisticated police-force in the 
world. 

* 


* * 

Dress your policeman in a comical 
uniform, and you’re half-way to 
getting the ordinary public on his 
side. Dress him in a para-military 
rig-out, presenting him as a 
Soldier in the Fight against 
Crime, and you're half-way to get- 
ting the ordinary public to see 
him as a member of an occupying 
Army. 
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Even more important, you’re half- 
way to getting him to see himself 
in the same light, to act 
accordingly, and to alienate large 
sections of the public who would 
otherwise be friendly or neutral. 
Which is a pretty suicidal way of 
going about things, even if you 
are an occupying Army! 


* * * 
Perhaps if policemen in ‘the 
United States had stuck to the 
absurd Keystone-Cops-type helmet 
they had half-a-century ago, they 
might have had more chance of 
surviving. 


But I suppose it was really inertia 
that preserved the helmet over 
here, and not intelligence. So the 
new Hardy Amies uniform design, 
to be tried out by five police- 
forces later this year, will pre- 
sumably be generally adopted. 


And, of course, instead of a 
helmet, the new design has a little 
peaked cap, similar to that worn 
by Scottish policemen, traffic 
wardens—and soldiers. 


* * * 
Mind you, it’s all happened be- 
fore. The present helmet is itself 
a military-style one, introduced to 
replace the topper-shaped helmet 
worn by the original Peelers. 


That had been designed so as to 
appease the public of the time, 
who didn’t much fancy having a 
police-force in the first place, and 
definitely didn’t want one that 
dressed as soldiers. 


Personally, I think they should go 
back to the topper—or perhaps to 
something in the style of a 
bowler. 


* ** * 


While l’m on the subject of police- 
men, have you noticed how many 
bearded policemen there seem to 
be around these days—in London, 
at any rate? Especially at demon- 
strations. 


I’ve heard scurrilous rumours 
that false beards are issued in 
advance, but I don’t believe them 
(please don’t go pulling them to 
find out). I strongly suspect, how- 
ever, that any policeman who 
grows a beard is more likely to 
find himself in the front line at 
a demonstration. 

As I said, even if the helmets 
aren’t an example of this, Britain 
has the most sophisticated police- 
force there is. 


* * * 

John Balls are popping up every- 
where. Two weeks ago I pointed 
out that J am not the John Ball 
who writes for the Sunday Times. 
But am I the one who is Box Office 
Manager of the Aldwych? I’m 
afraid not. 

Then what about the 95-year-old 
former Battery Sergeant-Major 
who was recently allowed to in- 
spect the 1st Royal Horse 
Artillery? Aha—Pll leave you 
guessing. 


‘m, 
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Terms: 6d per word, minimum 4s. Dis- 
counts for series. Box No—Ils extra. Cash 
with order (not stamps, please). Adverts 
to reach 5 ‘Caledonian Road, London Ni 
by first post Monday. Box No replies to 
same address, Displayed advertisement 
ratés on application. 


Personal 


DUREX Gossamer 21s three dozen. Feather- 
lite 13s. 6d dozen. Supertrans 10s dozen. 
Personal Service, PO Box No 3, Horbury, 
Wakefield, 


““Y RENOUNCE WAR, and I will never 
support or sanction another.’’ This pledge, 
signed by each member, is the basis of the 
Peace Pledge Union. Send your pledge to 
PPU Headquarters, Dick Sheppard House, 
6 Endsleigh Street, London WC1. 


MICHAEL SHIELDS, 152 Fortess Road, 
NW5. Interior, exterior decorating. Percen- 
tage of profits to Peace News. 


POETRY PUBLISHED. SAE Ken Geering, 
Breakthru, N/Lindfield, Sussex. 


STAMP COLLECTORS. Will you purchase, 
at face-value, French art-reproductions, 
and other special issues, total 30 francs, 
to pay subscription for French reader? 
Contact Julie Kettle, Subs Dept, 5 
Caledonian Road, London Nl. 


Publications 
FREEDOM PRESS. Publish Anarchy 
monthly 2s, Freedom weekly 6d. Trial 


subscription to both for two months: 8s 
post free. 84B Whitechapel High Street 
(Angel Alley) London El. 


SOCIALIST LEADER. For outspoken views 
and comment. For peace and freedom. 6d 
weekly from: 197 Kings Cross Road, 
London WC1, 


TRIBUNE. The leading Socialist weekly. 
Absolutely essential reading for every 
Socialist, radical, and revolutionary, You 
certainly won’t agree with everything we 
say—nobody does, nobody ever has. But 
workers by hand and- by brain read 
Tribune, and use it to express their views. 
You can’t afford to be out of touch. Every 
Friday from newsagents, or from 24 St 
John Street, London EC1l. 


Holidays 


LOCH LOMOND. 2/4/6 berth sloops with 
one 2/4 berth motor-launch now available 
for charter on Scotland’s loveliest water- 
way. Eric Wallace—*‘ The Chalet '’—School 
Road, Rhu, Dumbartonshire. 


For Sale 


BRITISH badges on sale in Holland from 
Otto Boates, Beleislaan 2, Heiloo, Holland. 


SELLOTAPE DISPENSERS and envelopes of 


many sizes, and all kinds of stationery 
for personal, group, or office use. Get all 
your supplies from Housmans (the Peace 
News booksellers). 3 Caledonian Road, 
Kings Cross, London Ni. 


Situations Vacant 


UNUSUAL OPPORTUNITY for a residential 
Child Care WORKER or TEACHER to join 
existing well-experienced young team in 
therapeutic community for 32 emotionally 
disturbed boys and girls, where the adults 
live with the children in a very real sense. 
Hard work, but unusual opportunities and 
experience. Burnham or _ appropriate 
National scales, plus full board. Post of 
Tesponsibility and/or joint appointment 
could be created for suitable applicant. 
Homer Lane Trust, Church Lane, Todding- 
ton, Gloucestershire, 


Theatre 


UNITY EUS 8647. “‘ Rag to the Bull ’’—a 
new revue—opens tonight at 7.45 pm. 
Perfs Fri, Sat, Sun. Tickets 10s, 7s 6d, 5s. 
Membership 7s 6d. 


Published by Peace News Ltd at 5 
Caledonian Road, Kings Cross, London N1 
and printed in Great Britain by Goodwin 
Press (TU) Ltd at 135 Fonthill Road, 
N4, Registered at GPO as a Newspaper. 
Available on order from all newsagents, 
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